
News 


Email: news@arubatoday.com Website: www.arubatoday.com Thursday, December 18,2008 


Happy Holidays 



Price of a barrel 
of petroleum 
today: 

US$ 40.06 


INSIDE TODAY 
WORLD NEWS 


IRAQI’S HEEL 



A shoe is raised during a protest 
against the U.S. President’s 
visit in the Shiite stronghold 
of Sadr City in Baghdad, Iraq, 
Monday. Dec. 15, 2008. Iraqi 
journalist Muntadar al-Zeidi 
threw his shoes at President 
George W. Bush during a 
press conference in Baghdad 
on Sunday, while yelling in 
Arabic. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


SPORTS NEWS 


COMING UP ROSES 


Reverend Jesse Jackson Sr blesses Aruba with a visit 


By JJ Pieksma 
Exclusive to Aruba Today 

ORANJESTAD - Yesterday 
afternoon, Reverend Jesse 
Jackson Sr. blessed Aruba 
with a quick visit. He was 
a passenger onboard the 
Westdam Cruise Ship with 
his wife Jacqueline Lavinia 
and Grammy Winner Gospel 
Legend Darius Brooks, when 
he had to cut his trip short 
to attend to urgent matters 
in the United States. Being 
the courteous and benevolent 
man he is, he met with the 
Governor of Aruba Fredis J. 
Refunjol and the Chairwoman 
of Parliament Mervin Wyatt- 
Ras to discuss matters on 
Human Rights and politics. 
After an interview at Tierra 
del Sol Country Club, the 
party departed to the airport. 
The entire delegation was 
coordinated by Darrell Busby 
of Omega Marketing Solutions 
and VIP vacation planner. 

Rev. Jackson, a former 
candidate for the U.S. 
Presidential race stated 
that “Aruba is a trading 
hemisphere and The United 
States of America and Aruba 
are trading partners. 

It is now time for both nations 
to endeavor to really focus 



Reverend Jesse Jackson Sr. and his wife Jacqueline Lavinia are pictured visiting with the Governor 
of Aruba Fredis J. Refunjol at the Governor’s House in Downtown Oranjestad on December 17, 


2008. 



on what is good and 
what is just. 

I think that it is very 
important for the 
future of Aruba that 
the youth receive 
the best education 
possible, stay away 
from drugs, and focus 
on doing God’s will. 

Continued on Pages 
2 & 3 




Penn State coach Joe Paterno, 
left, coaches from a golf cart 
during a Rose Bowl media day 
football practice at Penn State 
in State College, Pa., Friday, 
Dec. 12, 2008. 

Sports Today Page B10 


Balkenende signs accord with Netherlands Antilles 



In the capital of Curasao 
Willemstad, Dutch Prime 
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende 
has signed an agreement with 
the Netherlands Antilles and 
Aruba on the new political 
structure of the islands, 
effectively dissolving the 


federation of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands. 

The final details were ironed 
out at a summit dubbed the 
Round Table Conference. 
Guidelines are now 
established on the powers 
of the Dutch government 
regarding the administration 
of law in the Netherlands 
Antilles. In the 2007 round 
of autonomy negotiations, the 
Dutch government agreed to 
write off the largest part of the 
Antillean debt in exchange 
for having a say in the islands’ 
legal system and finances. 
The islands of Curasao and 
Sint Maarten will become 


autonomous territories, 

while Bonaire, Saba and Sint 
Eustatius will become Dutch 
municipalities. In 2009, the 
final conditions of dissolution 
will be agreed. 

Many demonstrators have 
taken to the streets since 


the start of the Round Table 
Conference on Sunday, 
protesting against the fact 
that the Dutch justice system 
will still influence their legal 
affairs. Six people, including 
two Curasao politicians, were 
arrested. □ 
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Reverend Jesse Jackson Sr blesses Aruba with a visit 



Continued from Front Page replied, “We really enjoyed our 
Just remember that you need visit. The people of Aruba are 
to be true to yourself, and to nothing but kind and friendly, 
others, for he will reward the My loving wife Jacqueline 
just with the goodness of the got a chance to do some 
Lord.” great shopping at Salvatore 

Upon his departure this Ferragamo and the Renaissance 
afternoon, Aruba Today asked Shopping Mall, while we had 
the Reverend if he would like to the unique opportunity to talk 
leave a message for the people to everybody. If I get the chance 
of Aruba, to which the reverend I will gladly come back to enjoy 



Aruba’s fantastic hospitality.” 
The reverend also mentioned 
that although he’d never been 
to San Nicolas, he’d like to 
visit the other end of the island 
on his next visit to Aruba. He 
has had the opportunity to hear 
many things about San Nicolas 
from his assistant Shelly Davis 
whose mother is Aruban. Davis 
has worked as the personal 
assistant to Jackson for 7 years 
and speaks about Aruba and the 
Caribbean often. 

The Reverend Jesse Louis 
Jackson, Sr., Founder and 
President of the Rainbow/PUSH 
Coalition, is one of America’s 
foremost civil rights, religious 
and political figures. Over the 
past forty years he has played 
a pivotal role in virtually every 
movement for empowerment, 
peace, civil rights, gender 
equality, and economic and 
social justice. 

Reverend Jackson has been 
called the “Conscience of 
the Nation” and “the Great 
Unifier,” challenging America 
to be inclusive and to establish 
just and human priorities for 
the benefit of all. He is known 
for bringing people together in 
common ground across lines of 
race, culture, class, gender and 
belief. 

Bom on October 8, 1941, in 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
Jesse Jackson graduated 
from the public schools in 
Greenville, then enrolled in 
the University of Illinois on a 
football scholarship. He later 
transferred to North Carolina 




A&T State University, and 
graduated in 1964. He began 
his theological studies at the 
Chicago Theological Seminary, 
but deferred his studies when 
he began working full-time in 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
Reverend Jackson received 


his earned Master of Divinity 
Degree in 2000. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson began 
his activism as a student in 
the summer of 1960 seeking 
to desegregate the local public 
library in Greenville, and 
then as a leader in the sit-in 
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movement. In 1965 he became 
a full-time organizer for the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC). He was 
soon appointed by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. to direct SCLC’s 
OperationBreadbasketprogram. 
In December of 1971, Reverend 
Jackson founded Operation 
PUSH (People United to Serve 
Humanity) in Chicago, IL. The 
goals of Operation PUSH were 
economic empowerment and 
expanding educational, business 
and employment opportunities 
for the disadvantaged and people 
of color. In 1984, Reverend 
Jackson founded the National 
Rainbow Coalition, a national 
socialjustice organization, based 
in Washington, D.C, devoted 
to political empowerment, 
education and changing public 
policy. In September of 1996, 
the Rainbow Coalition and 
Operation PUSH merged in 
the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 
to continue the work of both 
approaches and to maximize 
resources. 

Long before national health 
care, a war on drugs, direct 
peace negotiations between 
Palestinians and Israelis, ending 
apartheid in South Africa 
and advancing democracy in 
Haiti became accepted public 
policy positions, Reverend 
Jesse Jackson advocated them. 
Reverend Jackson’s advocacy 
on these and other issues helped 
bring the American public to a 
new level of consciousness. 
Reverend Jackson’s two 


presidential campaigns broke 
new ground in U.S. politics. His 
1984 campaign registered over 
one million new voters, won 
3.5 million votes, and helped 
the Democratic Party regain 
control of the Senate in 1986. 
His 1988, campaign registered 
over two million new voters, 
won seven million votes, and 
helped boost hundreds of state 
and local elected officials into 
office. Additionally, this civil 
rights leader won an historic 
victory, coming in first or 
second in 46 out of 54 primary 
contests. His clear progressive 
agenda and his ability to build 
an unprecedented coalition 
inspired millions to join the 
political process. 

Though Reverend Jesse 
Jackson has not run for national 
political office since 1988, he 
has continued to promote voter 
registration and lead get-out-the- 
vote campaigns, believing that 
everyone should be encouraged 
to be a responsible, informed 
and active voter. He has 
spearheaded major organizing 
tours through Appalachia, 
Mississippi, California and 
Georgia. He has continued 
to be a leading advocate for a 
variety of public policy issues, 
including universal health care, 
equal administration of justice 
in all communities, sufficient 
funding for enforcement 
of civil rights laws, and for 
increased attention to business 
investment in under-served 
domestic communities (a theme 


that the Clinton administration 
picked up as the “New Markets 
Initiative”). Reverend Jackson 
also supports a broad range of 
policies to improve education, 
eliminate poverty, and remind 
everyone that we are a “One- 
Big-Tent-America,” with room 
for all, and none left in the 
margins. As a highly respected 
and trusted world leader, 
Reverend Jackson has acted 
many times as an international 
diplomat in sensitive situations. 
For example, in 1984 Reverend 
Jackson secured the release 
of captured Navy Lieutenant 
Robert Goodman from Syria, 
and the release of 48 Cuban and 
Cuban-American prisoners in 
Cuba. He was the first American 
to bring hostages out of Kuwait 
and Iraq in 1990. In 1999 
Reverend Jackson negotiated 
the release of U.S. soldiers 
held hostage in Kosovo. He 
has traveled extensively in the 
Middle East and Asia, and was 
a special guest of President 
Fernando Cardoso of Brazil in 
honoring Zumbi, the leader of 
slave revolts that led to the end 
of slavery in Brazil. 

A hallmark of Reverend 
Jackson’s work has been his 
commitment to youth. He 
has visited thousands of high 
schools, colleges, universities 
and correctional facilities 
encouraging excellence, 

inspiring hope and challenging 
young people to study diligently 
and stay drug-free. 

Reverend Jackson has also 
been a consistent and vigorous 
supporter of the labor movement 
in the U.S. and around the 
world. Reverend Jackson is 
known as someone who has 
walked more picket lines and 
spoken at more labor rallies 
than any other national leader. 
He has worked with unions to 
organize workers, to protect 
workers’ rights, and to mediate 
labor disputes. In 1996, he 
traveled to Asia to investigate 
treatment of workers in the 
Japanese automobile industry 
and in athletic apparel factories 


in Indonesia. 

A renowned orator and activist, 
Reverend Jackson has received 
numerous honors for his work 
in human and civil rights and 
for nonviolent social change. 

In 1991, the U.S. Post Office 
put his likeness on a pictorial 
postal cancellation, only the 
second living person to receive 
such an honor. He has been 
on the Gallup List of the Ten 
Most Respected Americans for 
more than a dozen years. He 
has received the prestigious 
NAACP Spingam Award, 
in addition to honors from 
hundreds of grassroots, civic 
and community organizations 
from coast to coast. Reverend 
Jackson has received more 
than 40 honorary doctorate 
degrees, and frequently 
lectures at major colleges and 
universities including Howard, 
Yale, Princeton, Morehouse, 
Harvard, Columbia, Stanford 
and Hampton. The most 
prestigious honor yet came on 
August 9, 2000, when President 
Bill Clinton awarded Reverend 
Jackson and other distinguished 
notables the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honor. The Presidential 
Medal typifies a life of service 
and a concern for the least 
fortunate. 

From 1992 to 2000, Reverend 
Jacksonhosted “Both Sides With 
Jesse Jackson” on CNN (Cable 
News Network). He continues 
to write a weekly column of 


analysis which is syndicated by 
the Chicago Tribune/Fos Angles 
Times. He is the author of two 
books: Keep Hope Alive (South 
End Press, 1989), and Straight 
From the Heart (Fortress Press, 
1987). In 1996, Reverend 
Jackson co-authored the books 
Fegal Fynching: Racism, 
Injustice, and the Death Penalty 
(Marlowe & Company, 1996) 
and It’s About The Money 
(Random House, 1999) with his 
son, U.S. Representative Jesse 
F. Jackson, Jr. 

In October 1997, Reverend 
Jackson was appointed by 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright as “Special Envoy 
of the President and Secretary 
of State for the Promotion of 
Democracy in Africa.” In this 
official position Reverend 
Jackson traveled to several 
countries on the African 
continent and met with such 
national leaders as, President 
Nelson Mandela of the Republic 
of South Africa, His Excellency 
Daniel T. Arap Moi of Kenya, 
and President Frederick J.T. 
Chiluba of Zambia. 

Reverend Jackson married his 
college sweetheart Jacqueline 
Favinia Brown in 1963. They 
have five children: Santita 
Jackson, Congressman Jesse F. 
Jackson, Jr., Jonathan Futher 
Jackson, Yusef DuBois Jackson, 
Esq., and Jacqueline Favinia 
Jackson, Jr. 

-Photos by JJ - 
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Dutch House of Representatives 
joins the protest against 
Japanese dolphin hunts 

OPEN LETTER OF AMMF TO DUTCH 
SECRETARY GERDA VERBURG 
Aruba, Dec 11, 2008. 

To: The Secretary of A.N.F. of the Netherlands Mrs . 
Gerda Verburg 

Bezuidenhoutseweg 73, Den Haag>NL 
Honorable Mrs. Gerda Verburg, 

We wish to express to you our sincere gratitude and admiration 
for making the Dutch House of Representative’s stand against the 
Japanese dolphin slaughters known to Japan by sending a letter to 
their ambassador. To our knowledge the first country -government 
to do so. 

Your letter, is in preempt to the World Premiere at the Sundance 
International Film Festival, Jan 15-25 2009, of leading 
“SaveJapansdolphins” activist Richard O’Barry’s film “The 
Cove” ((Director: Louie Psihoyos; Screenwriter: Mark Monroe), 
exposing the Japanese dolphin hunt horror to the entire world. 

As such the Netherlands has sided and given more weight on the 
organized international campaign to stop the Japan slaughter of 
“SaveJapanDolphins” (www.savejapandolphins.org) a campaign 
alliance of Animal Welfare Institute (UK), Campaign Whale( 
UK), Earth Island Insitute (USA), Elsa Nature Conservancy 
(Japan), In defense of Animals (USA, Africa, India), Ocean Care 
(Switzerland), supported by numerous organizations of 16 
different countries including Holland and Aruba. 

In Oct 2008 Mr. Richard O’Barry ( leading activist for 
SaveJapanDolphins (and ex-Flipper trainer), when in Aruba 
to assist the Aruba Marine Mammal Foundation in their 
dolphinarium-protest campaign, shared with the Aruban people 
his yearly experiences of his fight in Japan against the dolphin 
hunt and opened the Aruban awareness of this horrendous practice 
with their ties to the international dolphinarium industry, including 
in the past, Dolphinarium Hardewijk in Holland ( and Seaworld/ 
USA). 

AMMF continues to include visuals of the Japanese dolphin hunt 
in all their educational lectures in order to enhance its awareness. 
One of the many shocking segments is where you can see the 
supposedly dolphin loving trainers in search in Japan of a perfect 
specimen for their dolphinarium, ignoring drowning dolphins 
entwined in the nets besides them, while another dolphin is trying 
to help the dying. The Western world has discovered the dolphin 
to be an intelligent, sentient, and altruistic being, with an IQ of a 
5 year old human child, characteristics ironically and conveniently 
advertized by the captivity industry, but ignored when sacrificing 
their welfare through capture and captivity. 

The immediate reaction of the attending public at our lectures is 
always “something HAS to be done to stop this slaughter”, and 
“can’t our government do something”? Now we can add to our 
reply to the school children and public in general that YES, the 
Dutch government is doing something about it! We couldn’t be 
more proud. 

There is still hope for the true welfare and survival of the dolphins 
in our world in peril, if dolphin capture, captivity, and slaughter 
practices once and for all is eliminated. By doing so, restore some 
human business ethics in our economy-ruled civilization, and 
finally giving the dolphin mutual- respect for their existence, as 
when they rescue humans at sea! 

(Latest “humans rescued by dolphins”- cases: Tuna fisherman Mr. 
Ronny Dabal on Dec 8, 2008, Puerto Princesa city, Philippines; 
Surfer Mr. Todd Endris on August 28, 2008 Monterey, California; 
Fisherman Joseph Cesdorio on 27 June, 2008, Burias Island; Scuba 
Diver Matthew Harvey on Sept 6, 2006 Fermain Bay, Guernsey; 
Lifeguard Mr. Rob House and 3 other lifeguards on Oct 30, 2004, 
Ocean Beach, New Zeeland.) 

Our sincere gratitude goes to you and the House of Representatives 
(LNV- committee) for your efforts towards helping to stop the 
Japanese dolphin slaughter. 

Sincerely, 

Angiolina Henriquez 

Aruba Marine Mammal Foundation ((President/Founder) 

Ir. Luymestraat 8, Aruba (infoammf@gmail.com) 



~ Implementation phase starts ~ 

Round Table Conference deemed a success 


WILLEMSTAD-The Round 
Table Conference (RTC) on 
Monday with the participation 
of all partners in the Dutch 
Kingdom marked an important 
moment not only for the 
constitutional changes, but also 
for the future of the citizens of 
the Netherlands Antilles, said 
Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter 
Balkenende at the end of the 
conference. 

However, he lamented that the 
venue of the RTC had to be 
changed due to demonstrations 
and bomb threats. He referred 
to demonstrators with yellow 
Stars of David on their chests 
as not proper. 

Going back to the final 
document signed on Monday 
Balkenende said it marked the 
start of the implementation 
phase in the process of change. 
We will continue with executing 
the agreements. There is a lot at 
stake, such as debt cancellation, 
good financial management and 
maintenance of law and order, 
he said. 

St. Maarten s Constitutional 
Affairs Commissioner Sarah 
Wescot-Williams said the RTC 
had given St. Maarten the chance 
to show the Kingdom that the 
island was able to submit and 
receive approval of the vetting 
committee for the constitution, 
legislation and organization 
of country St. Maarten with 
respect to the criteria agreed to 
collectively. 

We were able to conclude that 
the RTC agreed to the position 
of St. Maarten to have in its 
constitution the possibility 
of constitutional review, she 
stated. This means that laws 
passed by the Parliament of 
St. Maarten will be send to the 
court for vetting to assure that 
they are not in contradiction to 
the constitution of St. Maarten. 
This was the only outstanding 
point for St. Maarten. The 
Commissioner said the island 
would keep its sights set on the 
ultimate goal, which she said 
could not be changed except 
by the people of St. Maarten: 
country status as decided in the 
referendum of June 23, 2000. 
Looking ahead to 2009, she 
said it would be an extremely 
exciting and interesting year, as 
the Netherlands Antilles would 
be dismantled. 

She pointed out the agreements 
made on efforts to be made 
to achieve new statuses by 
January 2010 and stressed that 
the next RTC would be the final 


one during which the final date 
for constitutional change would 
be set. 

Regarding the protests and 
division of opinion in Curacao 
on the process of constitutional 
change, Balkenende said that if 
Curacao in a referendum said 
no to the agreements made the 
island would shoot itself in its 
foot, because all the agreements, 
including that dealing with debt 
cancellation, would come to a 
halt. 

This would not help Curacao at 
all and would affect the quality 
of living for the citizens. It 
will not be good for the future 
of the island, Balkenende said 
reassuring the BES islands 
Bonaire, St. Eustatius and 
Saba that their trajectory of 
constitutional change would 
continue regardless. 

Antillean Prime Minister Emily 
de Jongh-Elhage expressed 
her satisfaction that another 
milestone had been reached due 
to joint efforts by all Kingdom 
partners. Today we will start 
a new phase where the islands 
will start constructing a new 
future. The dismantling of the 
Central Government will take 
place next year, she said. 

Prime Minister of Aruba Nel 
Oduber said Aruba would 
support the islands of the 
Netherlands Antilles to achieve 
their new desired status. 
Referring back 23 years, he 
spoke of his gratitude for Aruba 
having been granted its desired 
status. Now he congratulated 
Curacao, St. Maarten and the 
BES islands on the work done 
preparing for a status change. 
Dutch State Secretary of 
Kingdom Relations Ank 
Bijleveld-Schouten as leader of 
the Dutch delegation said the 
fact that several representatives 
such as Dutch Justice Minister 
Ernst Hirsch Ballin and Minister 
of Internal Affairs Guusje ter 
Horst were present showed that 
also for the Netherlands it was 
an important process. 

She appealed to Oduber to 
remain involved in the process, 
as he was the only one with the 
experience in how to construct 
a new country and could be of 
great help. 

The changes will especially 
give Curacao and St. Maarten 
the possibility to determine their 
own future, while the phased 
transition of the BES islands 
will start as of January 1, 2009. 
The regional service centre 
will be opened in Bonaire, in 



Saba and in St. Eustatius on 
Thursday, marking the next step 
in the process of status change 
for these islands 
The final document of the 
RTC stated that the sequence 
in which the countries within 
the Dutch Kingdom would 
be mentioned in the Charter 
of the Kingdom would be the 
Netherlands, Aruba, Cura ao 
and St. Maarten. 

The Kingdom laws were also 
reviewed during the RTC and it 
was acknowledged that the law 
on the Prosecutor s Office and 
the law on the Common Court 
of Justice had been discussed 
in the Kingdom Council of 
Ministers. However, there is 
still no agreement with Aruba 
on the seat of the Common 
Court of Justice. Aruba wants 
to have the seat, which has 
always been in Curacao. 

The RTC established 
furthermore that the authority 
of the Kingdom Minister of 
Justice to give instructions for 
investigation and prosecution 
of punishable acts had been 
sent to the Council of State 
for advice. The Kingdom 
Laws on the Police, Financial 
Supervision and the Council 
for the Maintenance of Law and 
Order will be presented to the 
Kingdom Council of Ministers 
soon. 

Finally Commissioners Chris 
Johnson of Saba, Julian 
Woodley of St. Eustatius and 
Anthony Nicolaas of Bonaire, 
congratulated Curacao and St. 
Maarten on their achievements 
at yesterday s RTC, showing 
that they complied with criteria 
set to become a country. 

The Commissioners also 
pointed out their own process 
of achieving closer ties with the 
Netherlands as public entities 
within the Dutch constitution, 
seeking a better future for their 
citizens especially as it concerns 
education, health care, social 
welfare and safety. Q 
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American Airlines stall Tangos through the Holidays 



ARAWAK GARDENS - 
On Monday evening, the 
management and staff of 
the American Airlines team 
on Aruba celebrated their 
holiday season dinner party 
at the famous Argentinean 
restaurant Tango Argentina 
Grill. The group enjoyed 
delicious and juicy cuts of 


mouth-watering steaks joined 
by hearty side dishes with a 
typical Argentine Chimichurri 
Herb Sauce. The number one 
Airline on the island received 
matching service by the top- 
notch Tango staffers who take 
all twenty impressive cuts of 
their beef seriously. 

And speaking of Sizzle, the 





Succulent Steaks weren’t the 
only things that sizzled that 
night. The Tango Argentine 
Parilla provided the American 
Airlines group Live Music 
creating the perfect ambiance 
for the perfect holiday 
celebration. 

American Airlines wishes all 
of Aruba and international 
patrons for their support and 
loyalty to the brand and may 
you all have happy holidays 
from Something Special in 
the Air: American Airlines. □ 
Photos by Julia Renfro 


Copa Airlines begins flights to 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia and Aruba 


PANAMA CITY, Panama - Copa 
Airlines began new flights yesterday 
from Panama and connecting cities on 
the American continent to Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia, and Aruba, Copa’s 44th and 45th 
destinations. 

“We are extremely pleased to begin 
these new flights and to continue to 
offer our passengers the best route and 
scheduling options in America,” said Joe 
Mohan, Copa Airlines commercial and 
planning vice president. “Copa has the 
most extensive business and leisure route 
network on the American continent.” 

The new flight to Santa Cruz will depart 
Panama on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays at 8:42 pm, arriving 
in Santa Cruz at 2:27 am. The return flight 
will depart Santa Cruz on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 
4:28 am, arriving in Panama at 8:43 am. 
Copa Airlines will operate a Boeing 737 


Next Generation jet on the flight to Santa 
Cruz. The Boeing 737-700 has seating 
for 124 passengers, 12 in business class 
and 112 in the main cabin. The spacious 
aircraft has wide overhead luggage 
compartments, seats with adjustable 
headrests, and a 12-channel, audio-video 
entertainment system. 

The new flight to Oranjestad, Aruba will 
depart Panama on Mondays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays at 12:02 pm, 
arriving in Aruba at 2:54 pm. The return 
flight will depart Mondays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays at 4:50 pm, 
arriving in Panama at 5:36 pm. 

Copa Airlines will operate an Embraer 
190 jet on the flight to Aruba. The 
Embraer 190 seats 94 passengers, 10 in 
business class and 84 in the main cabin. 
This comfortable, modem airplane has 
two seats on each side of the aisle, with 
no middle seat. □ 
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With the resort completing its Silver Anniversary 



Playa Linda’s first GM looks back after twenty five years 




PALM BEACH - As the end 
of the year approaches, Playa 
Linda Beach Resort looks 
back not only on a successful 
2008 during which its 
family of owners, guests and 
employees marked numerous 
activities and innumerable 
good times, but also an entire 
twenty-five year history of 
memorable moments. Rene 
Nieuwkerk, who was Playa 
Linda’s first general manager 
when the resort opened in 
1983, recalls the early years, 
when Aruba’s tourism as well 
as its timeshare product was 
still in its infancy. 

“At that time, people were 
not familiar with timeshare, 
but once potential buyers 


received a view of the Playa 
Linda, from the site as well 
as from sea, with a special 
boat contracted just for that 
purpose, it was an easy sell,” 
comments Rene smiling, as he 
nostalgically remembers the 
first days of the Playa Linda 
Beach Resort. 

Rene Nieuwkerk, an Aruban 
national, has been involved in 
the island’s tourism industry 
for the length of his long 
career. He served in the early 
80s as the general manager, as 
well as the project coordinator, 
through all three construction 
phases of the Playa Linda, and 
later worked with other Sun 
Development resorts before 
heading up offices abroad for 


the Aruba Tourism Authority. 
For the Playa Linda Beach 
Resort, Rene was an important 
member of a highly-talented 
and visionary group of 
individuals, which included 
developer Raymond Maduro 
of Sun Development at its 
head, architect Dan Oduber, 
contractor Henk Bijen of 
Albo Aruba and Tico Petronia 
in charge of construction 
coordination. Each had their 
part in contributing to the 
Playa Linda as it is today, 
distinctive in its many-tiered 
design and remarkable for 
its upscale, yet still homey 
atmosphere. 

“We had a quality focus. 
Everything was very well 
researched and we did our 
homework, testing the resort 
for all conditions, even 
doing a wind-tunnel test,” 
explains Rene. With a touch 
of pride, he goes on to note, 
“We were a young, idealistic 


and motivated group... and 
all locals. We wanted to do 
something which had not been 
done before. ...We were the 
first to put chickees on the 
beach, bringing in Seminole 
Indians from Florida for their 
construction. We also wanted 
to create a lush mature garden, 
and brought in full grown 
palm trees. We created the 
island’s first free-form pool 
and added features such as the 
artificial rock, mimicking Ayo 
and Casabari Rock Formation 
in order to maintain a uniquely 
Aruban atmosphere. ... We 

completed everything we set 
out to do, and we did it on 
time. Nothing was overlooked. 
Much of what we created 
remains today, right down to 
the logo of the resort.” 

The success of the resort 
throughout the years is clearly 
demonstrated in its sold-out 
status year-round, almost right 
from the start, and with many 
of the original owners of the 
resort still returning each 
year as well as also bringing 


in other family members and 
friends. Today, owners at the 
Playa Linda Beach Resort can 
compose different generations 
of the same family group. 
Loyalty and love of the Playa 
Linda is not only shown in its 
number of original owners, 
but also in several members 
of the staff who are still at the 
resort, twenty-plus years later. 
Rene himself was responsible 
for hiring Ingrid Todd, who 
found her first job with the 
Playa Linda twenty five years 
ago and is now its Assistant 
Executive Housekeeper. “I 
knew her family; they are good 
people,” he remarks. “For all 
our employees, we brought in 
trainers from abroad in order 
to allow employees to better 
reach their potential and to 
guarantee members and guests 
the best possible service.” 

He sums up the situation at 
the Playa Linda by asserting, 
“It is said often, but it is true. 
Playa Linda is a real ‘home 
away from home’, not just a 
resort.’Q 
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Tickets can ONLY be purchased at the box-office at the 
CRYSTAL Theater of the Renaissance Hotel from 2pm-9pm 

SPECIAL IS NOT VALID IN combination with any other offer, discount, coupons 

CAMPAIGN VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 23. 


MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE 
AT THE BOX OFFICE OF CRYSTAL THEATER. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTION. 


At The Westin Resort 


Steve & Nina enjoy honeymoon in paradise 




WESTIN- Steve & Nina 
Bouse enjoyed a romantic 
honeymoon in Aruba. 
The lovebirds are from 
Pennsylvania and met on E- 
harmony. They were a perfect 
match and with in a year 
Steve proposed by baking 
her special dessert topped 
with raspberries and set the 
diamond ring atop. Nina was 
surprised as it was the happiest 
day of her life. Within weeks 
they were married with over 
60 guests on November 16, 
2008 in their hometown. They 
wanted a romantic destination 
to enjoy their honeymoon and 
Aruba was the perfect place 
to enjoy. Their honeymoon 
in Aruba was 9 days of bliss. 
Bella Aruba Photography took 
the newlyweds on a once in a 
lifetime photo shoot on Westin 
Resorts pristine beach. 
Congratulations from Aruba 
Today. □ 

Photos by Angela 
Munzenhofer 




Call Muna 5934647 

and many more listing 

www.mpeamba.com munaperret2006@hotmail.com 









































































Thursday, December 18, 2008 


SSITHE EDITOR’S CHOICE 



THE EDITOR'S CHOICE IfiL. , December 18, 2008 



Bring this ad for a 20% 
discount on the tour. 
Not valid with other 
promotions. 


Get ready for a close and personal 
encounter with huge, prehistoric birds! 
The Aruba Ostrich Farm invites you 
to meet these unique birds and learn 
more about their behavior, natural in¬ 
stinct and maybe even stand on its 
enormous eggs. Our Savanna Lodge 
Restaurant serves ostrich delicacies, 
chicken dishes, salads, vegetarian 
dishes and offers a breathtaking view 
along Aruba’s north shore. Don’t for¬ 
get to pay a visit to our African Art 
Shop! 
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Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing 


SUNSET SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm only $27pp Valtdonlyw 
Open Bar included „SM 


Valid only with direct tel. reservation - cannot be combined with 
other offers. Save $10 per coupon/per couple for morning 
cruises. Save $5 per coupon/per couple for afternoon cruises. 




New Havana entertains....while you wait for your plane 


Why wait at the airport? 


Specials (wok specialfrom 5 to 
6 everyday ; Chillout from 11 to 
2pm) 

Lounge Bar Happy hour from 
5 to 6 pm: $3,25 per local 
cocktail 

Asian Wok Special, mix wok + 
rice + local beer or soft drink 
$15 

Chillout executive lunch, sand¬ 
wich + salad + coffee or Coke 
$8 

Opening hours 
Asia Wok opens from Mon¬ 
day to Sunday from 5:00 to 
10:00 pm 

Chillout Grill from Mon¬ 
day to Sunday from 9 am to 
10:00 pm 

Lounge Bar from 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm (or later) 


AIRPORT -When one trav¬ 
els, expect to wait and to wait, 
well when I fly I check in 3 
hours beforehand, and then it’s 
a one minute cab ride to my 
waiting room. While everyone 
gets al sweaty and agravated 
at the airport, I enjoy my last 
hours of sun and sand. When 
the plane comes in in front of 
your eyes you get the check and 
board your plane. Sounds like 
a plan? Yes indeed! The staff 
is ever so friendly and does the 
job in a very impressive way, 
under the watchful eye of GM 
Antoin lenting and Executive 
Chef Daan Sluys they bring 
great service with a big smile 
in a Asian Wok restaurant with 
a spectacular panoramic Ocean 
view, and a wide variety menu, 
offers a delicious 4 course din¬ 
ner Wok special menu plus a 
gourmet selection of dishes, 
such as filet Mignon etc, and 
exotic Sushi options as well. 

A unique open air ambiance, 
great view, under a huge real 
Palapa one step away from the 
Caribbean Sea. 


Caribbean cocktails that will make you have fun and dance the Aruban 
rhythm under the starts. Lounge bar is great for an after work toast, 
chat with friends, or just to sip your drink while enjoying of a beauti¬ 
ful beach day. 'We have life music with DJ, Saxophonist and life band 
entertainment every week. 


Our professional Wok chef will pre¬ 
pare an Asian Wok dinner right at 
the moment you order. 

Chillout Grill restaurant offers 
an easy island menu, from beach 
Burger, ribs with barbecue, Soto 


soup and more, with a light blue and 
white decor, marine tables, right next 
to the bars is the place for breakfast, 
and lunch whole day long. Beach ca¬ 
tering service from Chillout grill is 
also available, great location for your 
office Get-together, birthday or other 
special celebrations as well. 

Lounge Bar offers a big selection of 
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Enjoy wonderful cuisine as you 
dine in this unique American 
steakhouse with a Caribbean flair. 


Italian zest for living adds a unique 
flavor to your dinner at Baci 
Ristorante. “Bevenuti” to our Old 
Country piazza. 


An epicurean delight located in a 
romantic setting on a sugary sand 
beach with a golden glow of a 
sunset as a backdrop. 


For the best breakfast buffet on 
the island, start your day right! 


Two diverse culinary worlds are 
offered: exotic Caribbean food 
and cowboy-size servings 
of USDA-certified Black 
Angus Beef. 


Special offer: 

Enjoy a free birthday dinner 
(food only, three-course dinner) 
with a minimum of four persons 
- ID required. 


Special offer: 

Pay just 1/2 price for the first 
bottle of wine any Tuesday from 
6-7:30p.m., with a three-course 
dinner, two persons minimum. 


TheWestin 


RESORT 

ARUBA 


Discover the island’s premier 
collection of dining options 


For hours of operation and reservations please call tel 297.586.4466 
Valid through the months of September & October 2008. 


Every Friday 

Paella & Flamenco at Casa Tua Downtown on Friday 


DOWNTOWN - Casa Tua 
draws a crowd of local and 
not-so-local folks who can’t 
seem to get enough of the 
pizza and the place. There’s 
almost always a wait here, 
even if you have reservations, 
so place yourself at the bar 
with the smell of brick oven 
pizzas wafting to other tables, 
and knowing that at some 
point, that bliss will be yours. 
Al fresco dining is designed 
with a chicly rustic feel. 


f 




crust recipe was handed down by an Italian chef, 
known locally as “the pizza master”, in the French 
student city of Montpellier in 1969. This recipe has 
been perfected over the years to such a point where 
Casa Tua is known on the island these days for the 
best pizza. Period. 

Casa Tua Palm Beach open from 5pm to 11pm. 
Casa Tua Downtown open from 11am to 11pm, on 
Sunday from 5pm to 11pm. 

For more information or reservations 
Palm Beach: 586 8470 
Downtown: 588 5695 


The atmosphere is cool and 
relaxed, “Casa Tua” meaning 
“Your Home” in Italian. 

With a Sicilian-style thin crust, 
dripping with cheese and 
fresh-made tomato sauce, this 
pizza comes with a variety of 
toppings in the meat and veggie 
categories. Pasta dishes, full 
Italian meals like Lasagne and 
veal Osso Buco, fresh salads 
and rich desserts are also 
on the menu. 

Casa Tua’s famous secret thin 
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“Aruhiba” Aruba’s hamemade cigar 



ORANJESTAD - Benjamin 
Petrochi has started the newest 
export product of Aruba, 
locally produced cigars called 
‘Aruhiba’. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrochi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
cigars from outside, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco 
crop. After many attempts 
and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba he started his own 
production and cultivation of 



4 Aruhiba” cigars inAruba. The 
process took 5 years Petrochi’s 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding and 
process of making a perfect 
cigar which takes a long time. 
The cigar case is specially 
designed for the cigars with 
the logo ‘Aruhiba’ and ‘Made 
inAruba’. Petrochi considers 
‘Aruhiba’ a promotion for 
Aruba through fine quality 
cigars. The company sells 
international cigars as well. 
Buy a gift box of Aruhiba 




Corona with five cigars and 
get 1 free for $35.00. 

Located at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill from 8 am to 8pm. 
Closed on Sunday. 

The only place to get Aruhiba 
and all major credit cards 
accepted. 

We have homemade and 
best premium Cuban Cigars. 
All cigars are legal through 
costum. 

Call 586-7833 or 593-6177. 
Open for tour operators and we 
have a large parking space. 
Come and see Mr. Petrochi 
rolling the cigars everyday. 


At the Crystal Theater 

“Havana Dance,” is the hottest Cuban show on the island 



ORANJESTAD - The Dance” explodes on stage 
elegant Crystal Theater with a thrilling mix of Latin 
sparkles with all the & Cuban music, colorful 
excitement of Las Vegas as costumes and high energy, 
the magnificent “Havana contemporary Cuban 




dance. 

“Havana Dance” is the 
biggest stage production 
in the Caribbean, featuring 
Cuban dancers and 
entertainers directly from 
Havana. The show delivers 
a purely Cuban spectacle, 
with a cast of 12 female 
ballerinas, 4 male dancers, 
2 singers and 3 acrobats, 
performing a fresh program 
accompanied by live Cuban 
music performed on stage by 
a genuine Cuban orchestra, 
consisting of 5 professional 
Cuban musicians. This 
live dance AND live music 
combination as seen in our 
pictures, is ‘first of its kind’ 
on the island. 

While the greater part of 
the “Havana Dance” review 
enj oy s predominantly 

Cuban flavor, the show is 
graced with a truly unique 
Caribbean choreography, 
and many tropical touches. 
“Havana Dance” unfolds 
on a two-tiered stage, with 
entrances and exits to and 
off the arena at different 
heights, which presents a 


new visual concept. The 
custom-designed costumes 
are sensual, daring, colorful, 
and luxurious and set 
“Havana Dance” apart from 
any other cabaret. 

Producer Steve Hudson who 
enjoyed an unprecedentedly- 
successfiil seven-year run 
with his previous “Let’s Go 
Latin” review, conceived 
and created an exciting and 
much-evolved new must-see 
spectacle. 

Tickets for “Havana Dance” 
are US $ 49.- Children under 
12 pay US$25.- 
Tickets are available at 
the theater box office, 
Renaissance Aruba Resort, 
and can also be purchased 


at the concierge’s desk at the 
Renaissance Aruba Resort. 
Other ticket vendors include 
the De Palm Tours and 
Pelican Adventure Activity 
Centers at the resorts. A 
special dinner & show 
package is also available in 
conjunction with the L.G. 
Smith’s Steak & Chop House 
for US$89.- per person. 

For additional information 
and reservations call the 
Crystal Theatre at Tel.: 583 
6000, ext. 6115, between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. After 5 p.m., 
call tel.: 583 6000 ext. 6357. 
Don’t miss an opportunity 
to be greatly entertained 
by the sizzle of “Havana 
Dance.”□ 
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Excelsior Casino Winners Circle 




PALM BEACH - This 
week, everyone seems to be 
a big winner at the Excelsior 
Casino with more and 
more players joining in the 
Winners Circle everyday. 


Pictured are several big 
winner this week on the slot 
machines. The Excelsior 
Casino features the largest 
Poker Room with limits as 
low as $2-$4 to $50-$ 100 


no limit. No need to carry Excelsior Casino’s state- totally Ticket-In, Ticket- 
coins to the cashier! The of-the-art slot machines are Out. □ 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION FOR BOAT OWNERS 
AND WATERSPORTS VENDORS 

This notification serves to announce that starting December 30, 2008 a 
part of the ocean at the area located north of the Aruba Marriott Resort 
& Stellaris Casino (hotel) and Vela Windsurf Center will be in use as a 
safe swimming zone. This zone, officially appointed by the Aruban 
government, will be roped off by Ulysses Sea Solutions N.V. to 
provide a safe swimming and recreation area for users of the beach 
and ocean. Boats will therefore no longer be able to cross this 
swimming zone and have to use areas that are dedicated 
embarking/debarking zones, starting December 30th. Watersport 
vendors, wind- and kitesurfers are kindly requested to take good note 
of this as well and make sure not to cross the marked swim zone. 

NOTICIAIMPORTANTE PA DONO DI BOTO Y 
LUGAR DI WATERSPORT PA NOORD DI MARRIOTT 

E noticia aki ta anuncia cu for di 30 di December, 2008 parti di e lama 
pa noord di Marriott hotel y Vela Windsurf center lo bai bira un zona 
mas safe pa landa. E zona aki cu tabata oficialmente apunta door di 
gobiemo di Aruba, lo bai ta marka pa Ulysses Sea Solutions N. V. pa 
duna tur landador un zona safe pa landa den lama aki. Boto lo no por 
cruza e zona aki mas y tin cu usa zonanan designa pa embarka / 
disembarka cuminsando 30 di December. Facilidadnan di watersports, 
kitesurfers y windsufers tur ta wordo solicita di no cruza e zona di 
landa tampoco. 
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Washington Elementary Rocks City One with 




NOORD -Christmas is 
right around the comer and 
children are happily awaiting 
the Christmas vacation. 
Washington Elementary made 
sure that the children enjoyed 


a huge Christmas celebration 
which took place on Tuesday, 
December 16,2008 from 6:00- 
8:30 at City One night club. 
City One was transformed 
into a banquet hall which 


: BEN L6 CIGARS 

i Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
i Located in the Arowak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 

• Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. 

i We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 

1 Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am - 11:00pm 

■ Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting from 5% up to 20%. 

■ With purchase ot $20 or more 1 FREE ClfiflB 


Bring this coupon foryour free Cuban Cigar! 


I Now Open Now Open Now Open Now Open Now Open Now Openl 


Now Open 

toiickie Dickie 

Tel: 586-7556 LAUNDROMAT 

At Palm Beach 186, Next to Wendy’s 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



Mon-Sat 8:00 - 9:00 
Sunday 8:00 - 4:00 

Self Service / Drop Off AVAILABLE 



held over 510 students and 
30 teachers under one roof. 
The children were all dressed 


Food & Liquor Store 

NIGHT SHOPPING UNTIL 10:30PM 

Cold Beer prices ranges from $2. 
Souvenirs a wide variety of snacks. 

Also available Rums made in Aruba 
at a good price. 

T-Shirt at $4. / Aruba bags $8. 

COLD WINE VARITY 

Bring this Ad & receive a FREE gift with 
any purches of $25. 


r OPEN 

Monday-Friday 

8:30am - 10:30pm 



Saturday 

9:00am - 10:30pm 


UDAILY 

Sunday 

9:00am - 9:00pm 

A 


We’re located at walking distance from the High Rise Area. 
You can get your basic food & drink. 


in holiday attire and teachers 
were happy to see everyone 
enjoying themselves. The 
evening was very special for 
everyone, from a delicious 
dinner to great vocals from 
the Gaita los Sobrinitos who 
had the students dancing all 
night long. 

“We wish you the best of 
Happy Holidays and happiness 
and all the best for 2009” from 
your principle Mimi Lampe 
and the Washington team.Q 
Photos by Angela 
Munzenhofer 



V\fe’re located at walking distance from the High Rise Hotel 


LOCATED AT: 186-D PALM BEACH (next to Dominos Pizza) 
Tel: 586-1710 • email: shopngo@setarnet.aw 
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Holiday Cheer 


Discover the Radisson Aruba 



CAKE OUT 

by Chris 

An assortment of 10 homemade, 
individually wrapped desserts, 
attractively packaged in a tasteful 
holiday basket. Great for a holiday 
dinner parties, office gifts, special 
clients, colleagues, host gifts or 
anyone who loves homemade 
desserts! 

A unique and delicious way to say... 
Bon Pasco 

Afl. 85.00 & 110.00 (‘includes dessert wine) 
Email: cakeoutbvchris@qmail.com 
Tel: 563-8042 



Thursday: Chateaubriand - Oo-la-la 

$19.95 per person plus service charge 

Dinner Buffet served from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 



All You Can Eat Dinner Buffet 

LagunaRestaurantAruba.com 

KIDS EAT FREE 
Bring this ad for a FREE glas of sangria* 

*Kids under age 12, one per paying adult. 

*One glass per person. Not valid with any others offers. 
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SunsetGrilleAruba.com 


Nightly Special: Fine Dining 

USDA Prime Beef, Fresh Seafood and Spa Cuisine 
Voted "2007 Best Restaurant in the Caribbean" 

AAA 4-Diamond & Wine Spectator Award Winner 

Choose from indoor art deco ambiance or open-air terrace dining. 

Reservations Recommended 



The Larimar Spa at the Radisson Aruba features nine 
beautifully appointed treatment rooms, offering a full 
menu of services including advanced skin care 
therapies, therapeutic and integrated massages, 
exfoliating, nourishing and detoxifying body treat¬ 
ments including body polishes and wraps, and a 
full-service salon...all certain to ensure your return 
to indulge time after time. 


Massages 

Body Treatments 

Facials/Skincare 


Salon Services 
Gift Certificates 




Open Daily 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
For appointments, call 526.6053 

LarimarSpaAruba.com 



MiTa Solo 


MiraSoloAruba.com 


Martini Bar 

Our outdoor lounge perched atop cascading waterfalls and 
open to sun, stars and cooling breezes. Liquid pleasures 
await...premium vodkas, scotches, cognacs, 
and tequilas - or choose from our Martini Madness menu. 
The place to start, end or spend the evening! 

Open weekdays from 4 p.m. and weekends from 3 p.m. 

Live music with "El Prove" 



GilligansAruba.com 

Promotion ends 
December 19th 2008 

All prices are subject 
to 15% service charge 
and sales tax 


Casual Beachside Dining 

BEST DEAL ON THE BEACH!! 

Daily Breakfast Special $7.50 

Including juice & coffee/tea. 7 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

Daily Lunch Special $ 8.50 

Including iced tea. 12 Noon - 5 p.m. 

Gilligan's Happy Days from 12 Noon to 5 p.m. Drinks @ $4.50 

Includes all libations, also frozen drinks, made with house-brand 
liquor and Balashi Beer 

Two for One Happy Hour 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

With live entertainment. Bar open from 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 


J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 81 | Palm Beach | Radisson.com/Aruba | 526.6612 or 526.6613 


ARUBA 
RESORT, CASINO & SPA 
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On Thursday December 18th at 8:00pm. 



“Perfume” showing tonight at Access Arthouse 



ORANJESTAD - Access 
Arthouse Theater Together 
with Pro Crea Foundation 
has the honor of inviting 
you to a special film cycle 
on Arthouse films tonight, 
Thursday December 18th at 
8:00pm. 

Perfume: The Story of a 
Murderer is beautiful in 
its ugliness. Among other 
things, it features gorgeously 
composed scenes of 
maggots, animal entrails, 
and human corpses. And, 
in direct contrast to Marie 
Antoinette, it portrays 18th 
century France is a grimy, 
dirty place, regardless of 
whether the location is 
Paris or Grasse. Certainly, 
Tom Tykwer’s latest film is 
audacious, but audaciousness 


does not necessarily equate to 
worthwhile cinema. There’s 
a mesmerizing appeal to 
the director’s in-your-face 
style, even if the images he 
displays are often repugnant. 
Unfortunately, Tykwer 

is working with a flawed 
screenplay and even the 
most arresting visuals cannot 
compensate for the movie’s 
schizophrenic story. 

Perfume is the tale of the 
fictitious Jean-Baptiste 
Genouille (Ben Wishaw), a 
perfume maker who lives 
during the mid-1700s in 
France. Blessed with an acute, 
almost superhuman sense of 
smell, he begins his career by 
developing some of the most 
sought after perfumes while 
working as the apprentice 


to a Parisian salesman, 
Guiseppe Baldini (Dustin 
Hoffman). When his ultimate 
desire, to distill the essence 
of the human odor, can not be 
achieved under Baldini, he 
quits Paris for Grasse, where 
he discovers the solution to 
his dilemma: murder. He 
finds that by killing young 
girls, slathering them in 
animal fat, allowing them 
to stew briefly while tightly 
wrapped, then removing the 
fat, he can capture the human 
essence. For his ultimate 
perfume, he needs thirteen 
such components, which 
means thirteen deaths. The 
last of these is intended to be 
Faura (Rachel Hurd-Wood), 
the most beautiful girl in 
Grasse and the daughter of 
the powerful and influential 
Richis (Alan Rickman). 

For about two-thirds of its 
lengthy running time (nearly 
2 1/2 hours), Perfume is 
an offbeat period piece/ 
character study, giving 
viewers insight into the 
workings of the demented 
mind of a serial killer. British 
actor Ben Wishaw, in his 
first major international 
role, is effective drawing us 
into the murderer’s sphere, 
encouraging understanding 
(although not sympathy). 
Jean-Baptiste is creepy 
and uncharismatic, and 
Wishaw plays him as both. 
His predatory nature is non- 
sexual. Even though all his 
victims are found nude, they 
remain virgins (except those 
who would not ordinarily 
be, such as a prostitute). The 
metaphor for sex is the theft 
of the girls’ essences. Jean- 
Baptiste’s crimes are rape 
and murder, although his 
raping occurs not through 
penetration but through 
distillation. 

However, about 110 minutes 
into the movie, everything 
changes and Perfume turns 
into an unsubtle Jesus 
allegory. All the elements 
are in place: the cross, the 
resurrection, the outpouring 
of love, and the ascension. 
The shift in tone is so extreme 
and unexpected that it creates 
a disconnect with what 


precedes it. Although one 
would never call Perfume’s 
first two-thirds subtle, they 
are restrained compared to 
what Tykwer does during the 
third act. 

Perfume features two high- 
profile actors. The first, 
Dustin Hoffman, is out- 
of-place. Hoffman is the 
consummate professional, 
and gives it a game try, but 
he is miscast as Baldini and 
the performance rarely rings 
true. Alan Rickman, on the 
other hand, is exceptional. 
Unfortunately, his role lacks 
prominence. The balance 
of the supporting roles are 
filled by British character 
actors. (Tykwer’s decision 
to shoot this in English for 
international marketing 
reasons limits his casting 
choices.) 

Tykwer’s career has been 
marked by daring choices, 
some of which work better 
than others. Run Fola Run 
was an infusion of pure 
energy. The Princess and 
the Warrior was a powerful, 
offbeat fable. Now Perfume 
takes Tykwer in a darker 
direction. Although the film’s 
most fascinating element - 


the quest for perfection by a 
sociopath whousesmurderasa 
regrettable tool - is abandoned 
during the final act, it is an 
absorbing albeit unsettling 
topic for a motion picture to 
attack. Tykwer’s approach 
invigorates the material, 
providing a provocative 
collage of images that will 
have some viewers turning 
away and others wishing 
they had deferred their most 
recent meal. Deeply flawed 
though it may be, Perfume is 
a challenging motion picture, 
and one whose impressions 
are not easily shaken. 

This night will also be a good 
opportunity to view the new 
exhibit “point Of View “ 
by Johannes Boekhoudt as 
well as other artist on view 
at Access Art such as Elvis 
Fopez, lisa Olle Curiel, Mo 
Mohamed,and Eef Van Der 
Straten. 

Contribution is strongly 
suggested in order to 
continue with our film club 
presentations. 

Access Art Gallery is situated 
on caya Betico Croes 16-18 
(mainstreet) 

For more information please 
call 5887837.Q 


restaurant 
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this month special 



Appetizer; Mostardsoup 
Ceasar salad 

Middle course: kebab piuclio served with 
home-made tzatziki 

Mawcourse: ‘Fishstew 

Tenderloin pincho on a Sed of spicy vegetables 
Mexican chicken platter 

(Dessert: (Bro wnie with ice cream 

Melon sorbet with ice cream 


location: (perle d'Or 

For reservation call: 5877710 /5932660 























LOCAL IS! 5 


Thursday, December 18, 2008 



Model Villa & town Home 


Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
TEL: +297-586-2200 Fax: + 297-586-2201 
Toll FREE FROM THE U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.GOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 


Malmok • Aruba 


EXCELLENT LOCATION NEAR GOLF COURSE AND BEACHES 
GATED COMMUNITY WITH 24 HOUR SECURITY 
FULL RESORT FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
RENTAL PROGRAM 


OUTSTANDING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 


loyal visitors honored at the DM Village Resort 



ORANJESTAD - Recently at the Divi Village Resort, 
Aruba vacationers were presented with honorary 
titles created by the Ministry of Tourism as a token of 
appreciation to guest visiting Aruba for ten and 20 
consecutive years. 

Special friends of Aruba, enjoying ten or more annual 
vacations here, are given the Distinguished Guest 
certificate and those with twenty consecutive years are 
awarded the Ambassador of goodwill title. 

The recent honoring was effected by the Aruba Tourism 
Authority associate Ricardo Croes at the Divi Village 
Resort, which they call their home away from home. 
Sylvia & Arthur Cucca and Joe & Joan Britz were honored 
as an ambassador of goodwill for the Island of Aruba. 
Allan & Karen Miller were honored as a distinguished 
visitor for the Island of Aruba after coming for 10 
consecutive years. 

On picture Mr. Ricardo Croes from ATA together with all 
honorees and also Gloria from Divi Village Resort.Q 




























Thursday, December 18 , ^11 ADVERTISEMENT_ 

The best Brazilian Steakhouse in Aruba! Serving the Islands most exquisite deserts... 

Texas He Brazil offers light and healthy eating 


PALM BEACH - The health 
and calorie conscious among 
us need fear steakhouses no 
more. Whether it’s a low-carb, 
low-fat, or even vegetarian 
diet you follow, Texas de Bra¬ 
zil Churrascaria fits into just 
about every dieter’s menuplan. 
Low carb eaters will 
have all their expecta¬ 
tions surpassed with a 
tempting carnivorous 
selection of umpteen 


cuts of sizzling beef, 
pork, lamb, sausage, 
and poultry. The meats 
are prepared in the healthi¬ 
est style of cooking—slow 
roasting—where much of the 
fat drips off in the roasting 
process, so those looking for 
a lower fat option to saute¬ 
ing, pan frying, or deep frying 
will also be able to indulge. 

The Brazilian-style steak- 
house also offers up a gar¬ 


den full of healthy eats on 
a lavish 40-item seasonal 
salad bar, giving dieters plenty 
to choose from to accompany 
the slow-roasted meats. A se¬ 
lection of fresh lettuces and 
vegetables may be standard 
for most salad bars, but Texas 
de Brazil’s version goes a 
gourmet twist further, treat¬ 
ing the palate to additional 
items like marinated portabel- 
la mushrooms, sweet roasted 
bell peppers, hearts of palm, 
sundried tomatoes, imported 
cheeses—including fresh buf¬ 
falo mozzarella—sushi, home¬ 
made soups, and much more. 

The salad bar is included in 
the continuous service meal 
with unlimited choices from 
the grilled meats, but for 
vegetarians or the non-meat 
eaters, a special price is of¬ 
fered for just the salad bar. 
Of course, for those looking to 


splurge while on vacation, Tex¬ 
as de Brazil will gladly serve 
their garlic mashed potatoes, 
traditional fried plantains, and 
their world-famous parmesan 
cheese bread as part of the meal. 


For more infor¬ 
mation or to make 
reservations, please 
call 586-4686. □ 



TEXAS HPAZil 

CHURRASCARIA 
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"Award of Excellence" -Wiiw Spectator 
"America's Top Restaurants" -Za C at 

Restaurant 
open daily 

Monday - Sat 6 pm - 11 
Sunday 5 pm - 11 pm 








Introducing new Tanas Menu 


Casa Tua’s delicacies now found in Oranjestad 


Also open for lunch 


PALM BEACH - The famous 
Casa Tua restaurant in Palm 
Beach in the Arawak Gardens 
now has a twin Casa Tua in 
Downtown Oranjestad upstairs in 
the Aventura Mall overlooking the 
Daniel Leo Plaza. This restaurant 
presents a fresh approach to 
dining in Aruba. The name says 
it all “Casa Tua” meaning “Your 
Home” in Italian and you are 
welcome tonight to delight in the 
savory hot and cold tapas. 

Casa Tua boasts the unique 
opportunity to sample the 
“Pata Negra” which is “Jamon 
Iberico”, considered the absolute 


salads, homemade soups starting 
at $6 and authentic Italian 
lasagnas & pastas starting at just 
$14. The staff at this popular 
eatery has set the standard on 
the island for the term “great 
service” not only with your 
dinning pleasure, but recognized 
as ‘the’ professionals in assisting 
guests with the perfect cocktail, 
paired wine or other beverages. 
After just one dinner at Casa 
Tua, you’ll know your home in 
this family owned eatery. Victor 
Nataf and his sons Daveed and 
Gregory are always there to 
welcome you with the rest of 


their staff. Gregory spends most 
of his time in the kitchen as the 
head chef repeating the recipes 
and perfect preparations passed 
to him from his uncle and three 
siblings who are renowned 
for their Mediterranean flair 
throughout France. 

Of course we saved the best for 
last as no one does an ending 
better than Casa Tua with their 
dreamy Tiramisu, or Profiteroles 
au Chocolat Chaud. 

The best part about such a good 
ending is that it guarantees you’ll 
be back for more... 


highest quality ham. The flavor 
and texture of the ham is the only 
one of its kind and the experience 
of the chef carving your personal 
slice is irreplaceable. 

The menu varies with a wide 
array of Italian dishes including 
a Sicilian-style thin crust pizza 
dripping with cheese, fresh-made 
tomato sauce and a variety of 
toppings in the meat, seafood and 
veggie categories. 

The menu doesn’t stop there 
as Casa Tua features incredible 
appetizers including shrimp 
bruschetta, fresh marinated 
seafood, escargots, amazing 


Opening Hours: 11:00 AM - 
11:00PM 

For more information or 
reservations please call Tel: (297) 
588-5695.□ 


Sliced Iberico ham by Jamonos Formin. 



































